Minutes of Barningham Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th November 2018 at 7:30pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: C Hammond, A Steer, R Baxter & S Lusher

1.    Apologies for absence   Cllrs A Woodward, N Greenwood, W Martineau, B. Cllr Bull & C. Cllr J Spicer

2    Members Declarations of Interest and Dispensations: 
2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda. None.
2.2 To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. None.
2.3 To grant dispensations as appropriate under Section 33 of the Localism Act. None.
3.    Minutes - The minutes of the Wednesday 10th October 2018 meeting were agreed and signed as a correct record. 

4.
   Meeting open to the public 

Due to unforeseen circumstance Peter Kerry was unable to attend the meeting. The Clerk will liaise with him and Cllr Greenwood regarding a date to meet at Aggies Piece.        Action Clerk
5.     Report from County Councillor: J Spicer

Cllr Spicer was unable to attend the meeting. She has had no response to her enquiry about the changes to the bus times as yet.
6.     Report from B. Councillor: C Bull  

Cllr Bull gave her apologies for the meeting as she is attending the Eve of Peace service at the Cathedral in Bury St Edmunds this evening with Cllr Spicer. She wanted to record how pleased she was to be asked to read In Flanders Fields and how much she enjoyed Barningham Remembers last week.  She would like to pass on her thanks to Maureen Norris and the others who made it such a very moving evening.

Cllr Bull has forwarded an e-mail separately about some good news for village halls which came out of the Autumn Budget announcements. Small village halls who are not VAT registered will benefit from this in relation to building works to refurbish and update.

Warm Homes for Healthy People – this is a project to help vulnerable people and their families make their homes cheaper to heat. It can help with grants for first time central heating, financial and practical help if existing heating fails, and grants for insulation and draught proofing. They can be contacted on whhp@eastsuffolk.gov.uk  or 03456 037 686.

Cllr Bull attended a recent briefing on the Bury St Edmunds Record Office to explain what would happen once the new archive storage facility, The Hold, is opened in Ipswich. She was assured that the Bury St Edmunds main office will remain and will open 35 hours a week, as now, plus some evenings and weekends for pre-booked groups and other activities. Some archive material will be moved to Ipswich as an old unsuitable out store is to be closed but this material has in the main already been digitalised and will therefore still be available in BSE.

Cllr Bull was pleased to say that the application for £500 to help fund the village hall project has been approved.

 

7.     Report from Police

No report.
8.    Progress reports. For information, from:
8.1. Chairman

8.1.1 Barningham Remembers’ event 1st November 7pm

The event organised by Maureen Norris was very well attended and a real success. The evening was really moving and some members of the families of the men depicted with the silhouettes were in attendance. The music and singing were fantastic. It was agreed that we should write a letter to Maureen Norris to thank her for all the hard work that she put into the project to make it such a success.                                                                            Action Clerk
8.1.2    Report on the joint West Suffolk Parish and Town Conference

The Chairman and Clerk attended the recent Town and Parish Conference on the 15 October in Mildenhall. The Chairman provided the following report:
Introduction and welcome by Councillor Robert Everitt 
Responsible for Families and Communities in St Edmundsbury

Jill Korwin -update on St Edmundsbury and Forest Heath

Single council – Parish changes after the elections. New West Suffolk Council will be the 7th largest District Council in the UK

Focus on delivering services/ stabilising finances/ opportunities for savings. It is a complex project plan involving policy alignment as well.

Boundary review – 23 October the Boundary Commission will be made public. Fewer councillors -from 72 to64. Wards sizes are approximately 2,000 dues to the community leadership role

Civic Leadership review – 20 November it will go to the shadow council
Budget – needs to be balanced and sustainable. Key principles are strategic for growth/ housing/farming and communities/ savings to be achieved. £4 million has been saved already by joining together.
Communities – 130 support groups this year
County lines – national/ local/press coverage/ serious safeguarding (e.g. drug lines from London to recruit youngsters in our area)
West Suffolk Community Partnership – working to take action to reduce violence/ harm to individuals/ keep alert/ feedback regarding concerns. Report using 101/ training later to look out for signs.
Overall it is a positive time for West Suffolk and St Edmundsbury Council. Connectivity leads to strong communities. 
Problems with the response time of 101 calls were raised. The example was of a death threat in an e mail. Police are aware. Advised with threats to life, to dial 999.

Civil parking enforcement was raised. There is not enough Parliament time at present. The legal process has been pushed back. e mail Parish Council regarding yellow lines. Response due by 19 November.

Andy Oswald - Community Energy

Warm homes/ healthy people. Leaflet available.

£1,000 grants available for community buildings e.g. village halls re- heating, lighting

Green Business Grant – adviser can come to do an audit and a report FREE!

Looks at energy use/ efficiency/ reusable energy. Problems for some places: electricity supply e.g. Brandon and Mildenhall

Community Energy Hub - deprived areas

Look at the Carbon Footprint of the village. There is a Rural Community Energy Fund

Sally Connick - Good Neighbourhood Planning – Loneliness
 The Government Loneliness Strategy was launched today c.f. leaflet

Ways of setting up groups to combat loneliness in rural communities as well as towns.

Encouraging a mix of people, elderly and younger. Transport 

Jackie Norton - Secured by Design/ Crime Prevention

A civilian working in the police force department on Designing out Crime. 

Planning and new developments work together and look at:

Permeability and ways to reduce it.  Nocturnal boundaries

Landscaping -fencing, types of doors and windows

Parking areas (anti-rear groups of car parks and garages as most burglaries occur at the rear)

Few entries and exits in the development.  Additional lighting

Extra gable surveillance over paths

Positioning of houses is important

Changes are agreed by the both parties, checks carried out and a certificate is awarded

The aim is that it is comfortable and safe to live there. It is important to do NEW designs and embed them in. they look for natural surveillance in an area.

8.2 Clerk:

8.2.1   Highway matters. 

No matters this month

8.2.2   Payphone/Defibrillator

The Clerk has been speaking to the shop about the possibility of having a defibrillator on the outside of their premises. In principal there is no objection they would however have to confirm legal and ongoing maintenance issues before signing off on the project. The Clerk has applied to Community Heartbeat for funding and has been told that the application should be viewed positively at their decision meeting next week. The defibrillator would cost £600, with the total cost being £1706. This would provide the defibrillator at half price.
8.2.3   Church Clock

The crutch on the clock was loose and the dial was not in line with the clock, but it has been repaired now
8.2.4   Trees at Bishops Croft

This matter is deferred until the next meeting.
 8.2.6   Cleaning the War Memorial

Jackie Mortiboys very kindly cleaned and weeded the area around the War Memorial ahead of Sundays service. The Parish Council are very grateful to her for doing this. It was agreed that we should consider having the memorial professionally cleaned in the future if it was deemed necessary. An eye will be kept on its condition and it will be included in the schedule of tidying during the Keep Barningham Beautiful event in the spring.    

Cllr Steer will be laying the wreath, representing the Parish Council, at the Service on Sunday.
9.     Finance. 

9.1 The following accounts were approved and signed by 2 signatories

 Admin                                                                                £1,599.17
	Harward Horological
	Clock repair
	£200 

	ICO        
	Data protection
	   £40.00

	Suffolk Preservation Society    
	Training
	    £30.00

	Barningham Village Hall           Donation   
	    £500.00

	
	
	


9.2 Signing arrangements, Barclays Bank

This matter is still in hand.

 9.2.1 Barclays request for information: 
Barclays bank have made a request for information about all the current members of the Parish Council. The Clerk, with the help of the Councillors is working on providing this.

                                                                                                                                  Action Clerk
	 
	


9.3 Budget 2019/20
Following discussion, the budget was agreed. It was further agreed to precept for £34,450. This will see in increase of 6.55% and £6.16 over the year and will enable the Parish Council to purchase a new SID and defibrillator for the village. The Clerk will arrange the necessary documentation for submission.                                                                                 Action Clerk
10.    Grass contract 2019/20

As discussed, at last months meeting it was agreed that the Clerk should put the grass cutting contract out for tender.                                                                                             Action Clerk
11.    Village Hall

There is a fund available for Village Halls to claim back VAT paid on repairs and renovations. This information will be passed on to the Village Hall Committee.                          Action Clerk
12.    Speed watch and SID

The battery on the current SID is dead. Cllr Steer will change it for a charged one. It was agreed to purchase the Speed indicator device and the road signs from Morelock ltd as previously discussed. The Clerk will action this.                                     Action Cllr Steer/ Clerk
13.    Neighbourhood Watch  No report this month.
14.    Neighbourhood Plan  

Update on progress and report from 

The grant application has been successful, and the Clerk is awaiting the formal offer letter. She had a telephone consultation with the technical support team regarding the technical package for sites and allocations. She is now waiting for the consultant to contact her to take the matter forward. This could take up to 5 weeks and it is anticipated the work will take between 2 and 3 months to complete. The Clerk attended some landscape training which should prove helpful in looking at any future applications that are put forward.    
15.   Councillors reports and items for future agenda 

There has been a number of complaints received about the fireworks going off, late at night, in the village. It was agreed that we should compile a list recommending considerate use prior to next years Guy Fawkes night celebrations.                                                            Action Clerk
Some of the trees on the green at Millfield’s are becoming quite overgrown and blocking the light. Concerns have been raised about some antisocial behaviour in the storm drain, now being obscured by the trees. The Clerk will discuss these concerns with the tree warden at St Edmundsbury Borough Council.                                                                            Action Clerk 
Cllr Baxter reported that the Emergency plan is finally complete and has been put in the box in the village hall loft. She reminded the Councillors that the copy, of contact details, they hold is strictly for the use of the Parish Council and should not be in the public domain. The Councillors formally thanked Cllr Baxter for all the hard work she has put into producing the plan. The Clerk will put a copy of the plan on the website.                                                                 Action Clerk 
Cllr Baxter asked for reports to be submitted for inclusion in the next newsletter. Cllr Steer will do a Neighbourhood plan update, Lindsay Sams will do a Village Hall update and Cllr Hammond will do a piece on Hopton Home to Home. Cllr Baxter will ask Cllrs Spicer and Bull to also provide reports.
16.   Aggies Piece

To discuss ongoing maintenance with Peter Kerry. As mentioned under item 4 Peter Kerry was unable to attend the meeting. It was proposed that, in a bid to make Aggies Piece more accessible on foot that we should try to get the 30-mph limit moved back.              Action Clerk  

17.   Caretakers report 

Leaves are taking up a lot of my spare time at the moment with all the usual trouble spots featuring heavily.  I used the opportunity of the school holidays to scrape the layby opposite the pub before the build-up of mulch became too much.  Both cemeteries are in need of raking and I will begin that work in the near future; I have cut back the brambles behind the rear row of graves in the Lawn Cemetery.  I have given up on covering the sharp label on the Cricket Meadow play equipment with tape because every time I apply it someone comes along and removes it.  The label is still in a dangerous condition.

The Clerk and the Chairman are working on a new risk assessment for the caretaker. 
                                                                                                                            Action Clerk
18.   Play area reports 
There was a ‘high risk’ finding in the latest report of severe rot in the play area swings. The Caretaker has had a look and reported that the rot is in one of the legs and in a confined area as if there was a soft spot in the wood originally.  The rest of it seems absolutely fine and the rot has never been spotted before.  There is no danger of collapse at the moment. We will continue to monitor this regularly.
Cllr Steer will remove the sharp, ripped tag on the ladder unit, on the cricket meadow.

                                                                                                                      Action Cllr Steer
19.   Churchyard/Cemetery

No report this month.

20.   Planning Matters 

None received.

21.   Correspondence for information 

21.1 Final recommendations for new council ward boundaries in West Suffolk published. Circulated.
21.2 Enforcement Policy Consultation. Circulated.

21.3 Member development county lines, awareness session. The Chairman and Clerk will be attending this.
21.4 West Suffolk, information session given by the Development Management Team. The Chairman and Clerk will be attending this
22.   Date of next meeting:  5th December 2018 7:30 

23.   To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of   the following items: 23.1 Personnel Issues. 23.2 Legal Issues.

593

