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Buiidings in the Benefice from Michael Lingwood
The ‘Royal George’, Barningham

Two or three years ago I did a brief comparison of
the two pubs in Barningham and remarked that
appearances could belie the date of their becoming
licensed premises. The Swan Inn has been licensed
for over 200 years although the present building is
only about 100 years old (the original building was
bumt down). The Royal George has only been fully
licensed since the end of the 19th century but the
building dates from the medieval period. This func-
tion as a pub is the latest phase in a series of chang-
ing roles. I do not know if it had a name previous-
ly, so for convenience [ will call it the ‘Geor ge’
throughout its histe

The earliest part 0" 1y building is  timber frame
Hall House dating from the 15th century, there was
the usual central through-passage, the hall - open to
the roof - was situated at the south end {the present
dining rcom). The area now occupied by the bar
would have been the service area with perhaps a
solar above. Early in the 17th century floors were
added to convert the building to ‘one-and-a-half ’
storeys. A dormer window was added and a chim-
ney stack inserted in the cross passage - previously
there would have been a smoke hole in the roof or
through the gable. The entrance door has been
filled in more recently.

About the same time an extension was built out at
the back making it into an L-shaped building. The
northern end with the lower roof-line is an addi -
tional extension of about 1700. Brick and tile lean-
to extensions were added in the 19th century
During the 19th century - in common with many
other village houses - stairways etc. were added to
convert the building into a multiple dwelling to
accommeodate the increasing number of families
resulting from the nearly doubling of the village
population in the first half of the century.

There are references of the building being a heer-
house from the mid 19th century but it seems to
have been of a fairly low status.

Of much greater importance was the engineering
works making elevators, which was built on the
area now occupied by the car park. This was an
ambitious undertaking which thrived during its life-
time, but suffered a sudden demise. In an account
of his visit to the Paris Exhibition of 1878, the rec-
tor refers to exhibits by local firms whose names
are still familiar - Ransomes, Sims and Head,
Garrett and Sons and Smyth and Son. He com -
ments that it would have been pleasing to have seen

our own little village represented by Mr. G.
Nickersons elevators. (I imagine these were agri-
cultural elevators to raise sheaves of corn).

The venture came to a sad end on October 14th
1881, when, it was reported the whole building col-
lapsed under hurricane force winds that swept
through the village. The size of the building was
given as 101ft long x 45ft wide x 50ft high.
Subsequently a row of brick and tile sheds were
built along the Mill Lane boundary, perhaps to shel-
ter customer’s horses and carts in the newly formed,
fully licensed ‘Royal George Inn’.

Circa 1930 a shed was built to house the double-
decker bus. Inevitably all these were demolished to
create the car-parking area - functional but feature-
less!

Historical documnents prior to 1800 are generally
sparser and more fragmented. Building up local
history for this earlier period is a process of form-
ing reasoned theories based on observation and the
piecing together of snippets of information. It is not
an exact science but neither is it making claims
based on half-truths and dubious hearsay. On a bal-
anced judgment I believe there is a weight of evi-
dence to suggest that originally this building was a
Manor House.

Since Anglo Saxon times there had been two
manors in Barningham. Barningham Hall is the
descendant of the main manor of St. Cleers or St.
Clare. The secondary manor was Netherhall.
Manors were territorial units with manorial rights
handed down to successive owners. They survived
over the centuries whereas manor houses decay and
become out-of-date, and are rebuilt or replaced by
more modern building somewhere on the same
holding. For example, Barningham Hall was
replaced by a large new manor houses in the 1620’s.
This house, without a resident lord of the manor
was left to decay in the late 18th century. Only a
separate remmnant survived; this is now called ‘Old
Hall’.

Legal documents of the 19th century refer to the
present Evergreen Hall - adjacent to the ‘George’ -
as ‘Netherhall’ and this was the secondary manor
house. Evergreen Hall is early 17th century so it
could have been a successor to the earlier ‘George’
building. The original hall house of the ‘George’ is
quite spacious and could be of manorial status.
There are other arguments for this theory, but they
are not conclusive.
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The theory that it was the Lord of Netherhall Manor
who took occupation of Ever green Hall is flawed
because Maurice Barrow, the lord of the manor and
occupant of Barningham Hall had already taken
possession of Netherhall Manor by the mid 17th
century and Copinger in his ‘Manors of Suf folk’
suggests the two manors had come under one own-
ership by the 16th century.
However this does not disprove the theory that the
‘George’ building was originally the Netherhall
Manor House which becarme separated from a larg-
er plot of land. Until recently Evergreen Hall stood
on an awkward L-shaped plot which in turn was
reduced to a smaller plot. With the addition of the
‘George’ grounds it would have been a rectangular
corner plot, large enough to accommodate a farm-
stead. The ‘George’ building would have stood in
the south-west comer of this combined plot, which
- sheltered by the farm buildings from the cold
north and east winds - was the favoured position for
a farmstead house.
Below is a summary of events. To put these in per-
spective | have added a few notable occurrences in
the area. In this period villages were largely self-
contained and self-supporting. The inhabitants
were dependent on each other for their livelihood
_lnd this unity is reflected in the grouping of build-
ings and their survival is important. Being part of
@e grouping of thatched and other historical build-
ings down Church Road is the main reason that my
own cottage is listed. Until recently the setting of
historical buildings stretched all the way down
Church Road to Pound Corner and beyond. The
destructive power of fire and the forces of nature
have taken their toll but the forces of post-war
development have been more destructive. Why is it
that in other villages development takes place
around the edges of the village whereas in
Bamingham it is still penetrating into and frag -
menting the historical core of the village?
Of particular concern is the fact that it was alleged-
!y the borough planning department who gave
instructions for the 16th century timber-frame barn
at Church Farm to be dismantled and to be erected
elsewhere. Local councillors are supposed to pro-
tect our environment, not destroy them!!
!le-ereaed in an alien setting, the barn will lose all
its historical relevance and merely be an isolated
showpiece of craftsmanship.
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and the surrounding area.

ISthC: The central section of the present

. 1998

‘George’ built as a hall-house (Possibly the
Netterhall Manor House) A smaller hall-type
house built at Church Farm (survives as pait of pre-
sent building)

The tower and nave of the parish church re-built
(mid 15th C.)

16thC: Netherhall Manor comes into possession of
the manor of St. Cleers (Barmingham Hall)

Late 16thC: Timbei-frume barn built at Church
Farm

Early 17th C: New Manor House built for owner
of Barningham Hall. Confirmation that owner also
possesses Netherhall Manor (Remnant now called
‘Old Hall’)

New Netherhall Manor house built (now called
‘Evergreen’)

An extension is built onto the ‘Geor ge’ building
forming an L-shape.

Floors are added to the hall building to provide first
floor living areas. A chimrey stack is built into the
Cross passage.

Circa 1700: An extension is added onto the north
end of the ‘George’ building.

1768: The rectory, opposite the ‘George’ and the
surrounding farmstead buildings are bumnt down.
19thC: Steep increases in the population necessi-
tated lean-to extensions to be built and houses to be
converted for multiple use,

It was a time of changing life-styles and ambitious
ventures. The engincering works has disappeared
without trace bui otior ¢vidence survives to bear
witness that the ares =round the ‘George’ continued
to be the focus for o iy : community life. In this
area were built - o seoon s cottage and a parsonage
house for the church, a Wesleyan Chapel, a village
school, Church Farm House was extended and the
buildings modernised. The maltings at the end of
Mill Lane was converted to a steam mill. Our shop
has become established as a village stores and our
pub as the fully licensed ‘Royal George’ Inn.
Many thanks to Neil and Jackie Burton for allowing
me to look around the ‘George’ building.
Researching buildings of this age takes one back to
a by-gone age. Alongside the reminders of chang-
ing times there are reminders of the continuity of
village life. It was in the style of his Anglo-Saxon
ancestors that, shared with his estate workers
around the open fire, the lord of the manor with his
family sat at the top table each evening in the hall,
eating and drinking and making merry. Over 500
years later it is in this same area that we can eat,
drink and socialise to-day!
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