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BARNINGHAM W.I. VILLAGE MEMORIES

Most houses in the village were without electricity or running water
until the 1950’s. Light came from paraffin lamps, heat from wood, coal or
paraffin. Ovens were often set into the brickwork at the side of the
fireplace and demanded much skill in building the fire to get the right
temperature for good baking. Hot water for wash day or for baths required a
ready supply of faggots to feed the fire under the copper. Baths were taken
in front of the kitchen fire where it was warm. Many baths were made of tin
but there were also paper maiche baths which were warmer to bath in and
lighter to carry. They also provided a source of amusement to the younger
children who could peel bits of the paper away as they bathed,providing they

weren’'t caught!

Washday was a particularly long day which began with making up the fire
under the copper and bringing water from the well to fill the copper and
ended with heating the flat irons on the fire to iron the hopefully dry
clothes. In between was the heavy work of rubbing soiled clothes, loading
them into the copper, stirring them around with a big»wooden stick,hauling
them out followed by rinsing, possibly blueing and then through the mangle
and out onto the washing line.

Without running water there were no flush toilets but instead earth
closets in a small hut usually at the bottom of the garden. It was often a
case of "put your coat on and run down there and go before it gets dark".
A lot of the wells ran dry in 1949 and water had to be carried from the

nearest source of water . The milk churns then came in handy for carrying

water.
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It was hardly surprising that the evacuees during the war found rural
life an unnerving experience - no street lights, no electricity, no flush
toilts! Nor were they free from danger as one evacuee lady was killed when a
bomb fell in the next village. There were not many bombs which fell in the
area but a sharp lookout was kept by a fire watching patrol stationed at the
top of the church tower and of course the blackout had to be rigorously
maintained. On one occasion at least there was a near miss for two children
and their father when a hedge hopping enemy plane came over machine gunning
everything as it flew towards the nearby airbase. On nights when the Germans
bombed Norwich everywhere was lit up by the incendiary bombs they had
dropped and the drone of the aircraft kept many people awake all night.

The nearby airfield at Knettishall also brought advantages as there were
American servicemen stationed there for more than two years. They made
friends in the village and provided chocolate and candy for the children as
well as wonderful Christmas parties.

Entertainment was normally "home grown" in both peace time and war
time. Summer fetes up at the big house which also provided the venue for the
school plays to which everyone went. There was also the annual sunday school
outing for everyone, usually a trip in the coach to the seaside but during
the war to a local farm with organised games and picnic meals. The reading
room provided the venue for small gatherings such as whist drives until the
village hall was built after the war when films were shown there once a week
by a visiting projectionist. In addition most people could tune into the
wireless or crystal set although without mains electricity these were run on
accumulators. These had to be recharged regularly and since it meant a trip
to Market Weston many people had two accumulators, one working and one left
to recharge. Televisions arrived in the village with the Cornation
celebrations although not many villagers had them. During the 50‘s TV
salesmen would visit bringing television sets with them so that you could

choose which would suit the existing furniture and decor best.
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1ihe village was generally more sell sufficient i1n those days. Visits to
Bury 13 miles away were rare and not often necessary. The grocery shop in
the village would make up orders and deliver them, a small sweet shop
existed in a cottage front room, there was a shoe mender,a bicycle shop as
well as the blacksmith and carpenter. In addition there were the delivery
vans; 2 bakers, 2 butchers, a fresh fish van and 2 grocers who also sold the
very necessary paraffin and in summer a man brought fresh strawberries on
his horse and cart. Orders were often left on kitchen tables if no one was
at home for unlocked back doors were commom. Orders from Bury were often put
on the bus along with the newspapers and left at the Royal George pub for
collection. At Walsham 4 miles away there were more shops including two
tailors and a large drapery department.

Clothes were generally not fancy and had to be hard wearing and warm.
Long Johns and Liberty bodices are well remembered. Some of the older ladies
wore what were commonly known as apple gathers. These were knickers of the
most voluminous sort with long legs elasticated at the bottom which could
indeed hold a quantity of apples.

The doctors surgery was in the next village as was the dentist who
visited once a week. The doctor was a rare visitor for most people could ill
afford his fee and there were always local remedies for minor ills such as
boiled onion for earache or camphorated oil for bad chests. Even in
childbirth it was a local woman rather than doctor or district nurse who was
sent for with her own "specialised" equipment "damp soap for the fleas and

pepper to make the mother to be sneeze".
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Like many other people this midwife used to visit her patients on her bike.
Cycles were used for getting to and from work and school, by the family for
visiting Granny on a sunday afternoon and even for a day trip to the coast.
They were also used to get to Ixworth to play tennis on the courts there or
to go to the occasional "social". Other sports took place in the village
including football and cricket on the meadow. Although for a while there was
a ladies cricket team ,the ladies main role was providing the tea for
cricketers and visitors at the sunday afternoon games.

The village school had few amenities for there was no electricity or
running water there either. Drinking water was fetched from the well in a
bucket and mugs dipped into the bucket by those wanting a drink. School
meals were prepared at the Blacksmiths cottage up the lane. Each day a
couple of children would be sent to collect the trolley with the meals on it
and push it to the school and return the empty trolley after lunch.

"In school we learnt to spell properly and did English, Maths,

drawing, sewing and knitting. During the war we made socks,

helmuts, jumpers,etc. for servicemen. I could not tirn the sock heel very
well and had to pull it out several times. It was boring knitting with the
drab colours of khaki,navy and air force blue. On Mondays the girls had to
cycle to Sapiston some 4 miles away for cookery classes. We made beautiful
bread and cakes and took them home for our tea but we also had cleaning
duties to do there,scrubbing wooden tables cleaning drains and worst of all
cleaning the toilet. We had fun too and one frosty day about 8 of us fell
from our cycles on a patch of ice, that caused a laugh. We either walked or
cycled to school in all weathers and often dried our clothes by a huge coal
fire in the classroom. There were also games to play ; marbles, top and
whip, hopscotch and ball games. Out of school we played in the corn fields
after harvest tunnelling into the hay. We also helped in the fields picking
potatoes and went blackberrying in the autumn and gathering acorns to add to

the animal feed."





